
Alloy - A blend of elements to create a new metal, usually in order to 
add strength and durability. 

 

Antique Finish - (see also Antiqued) A patina created on metal beads 
and components that alters the surface colors and gives the 
appearance of age. 

 

Aurora Borealis (AB) - Named for the northern lights, aurora borealis 
is a term for crystal stones that have a highly iridescent surface. The 
effect is achieved by vapor blasting the facets of the lower part of the 
crystals with an invisible, micro thin metal sheet. This stone was 
created by Swarovski in 1955 in collaboration with Christian Dior. Also 
known as AB, the term now refers to any highly iridescent surface. 

 

Aurora Borealis 2X (AB2X) - The AB2X surface effect has two times 
the coating of the AB effect, covering the entire crystal. The iridescent 
rainbow effect is seen on all sides, producing the utmost sparkle. 

 

Bakelite™ - The trademarked name for synthetic resins and plastics 
developed by a US chemist. Jewelry pieces made of Bakelite, 
especially with animal and fruit motifs, were extremely popular in the 
US in the 1930s and are now considered collectors items. Though still 
a highly specialized category, Bakelite has had something of a 
renaissance in this country in recent years. 

 

Bar-and-Ring Clasp - (see also Toggle Clasp ) An immensely popular 
two-piece clasp with one “T” shaped bar and a loop. The loop is usually 
a circle, but sometimes other shapes such as a star, heart, leaf or 
square are used. The clasp is closed by pulling the “T” shaped bar 
though the open loop, then releasing so the bar straddles the loop.  

Barrel Bead - A tubular bead which is wider across the center and 
narrows at the ends, with a flat non-tapering end. It is shaped like an 
old wooden barrel, like those seen on old sailing ships. 

 

Bead - A generally hard material, in any shape and small to medium 
size, which contains a hole for stringing. 

 

Bead Cap - A bowl-shaped component used to “cap” one or both ends 
of a bead to add visual interest to a design. Mostly decorative, but can 
also prevent beads from rubbing against each other. 

 



Bicone - A bead shape, most commonly seen in Swarovski crystal, of 
two cone shapes joined at the wide bases. 

 

Brass - An alloy of copper and zinc which creates a metal with a bright 
gold-like color. 

 

Bugle Bead - Tube-shaped glass bead in the same scale as seed beads, 
and often created by the same manufacturers. 

 

Cabochon - An undrilled gemstone with a smooth rounded top and a 
flat back. A cabochon is not faceted. 

 

Cat’s Eye (Glass) - (also called Fiber Optic Glass) Created with 
manmade fiber optic glass, cat’s eye refracts light in a way reminiscent 
of the oblong center of a cat’s eye. This center appearance of 
movement is caused by chatoyance, which is defined as changeable 
luster or shine.  

Cathedral Glass - Cathedral glass beads are made in the Czech 
Republic by pressing into a steel mold, coating with color then 
grinding and polishing every facet to reveal the base glass. The color 
coating remains on the ends, giving the appearance of bead caps. 

 

Charms - Small ornaments worn as pendants or on bracelets. 

 

Choker - A tight-fitting necklace that is worn close to the base of the 
neck. May be plain or with pendants or ornamentation. Measures 
approximately 16 to 18 inches. 

 

Cloisonné - Enamel with surface decorations set in hollows formed by 
strips of wire welded to a metal plate. 

 



Collar - A broad, choker-like necklace, consisting of three or more 
strands that fit snugly on the middle of the neck. Length is 14 to 17 
inches. Known as a plaque de cou when attached by a front clasp. The 
style was popular in the 1960s, but was made fashionable by Queen 
Alexandra.  

Cone - Necklace terminator or beading finding used to bring multiple 
strands together at one point to attach a clasp or be part of the 
design. 

 

Crystal (Glass) - (also called leaded crystal or leaded glass) A material 
used by adding small amounts of lead oxide to molten glass in order to 
change its properties. Crystal glass has a higher density and increased 
light refraction, creating brilliant sparkling effects when cut. 

 

Cultured Freshwater Pearl - (see also Freshwater Pearl) Pearls 
created by a pearl farmer, who inserts a tiny piece, or “seed,” of 
mother-of-pearl into a freshwater pearl oyster. The pearl oyster will 
coat the seed with progressive layers of nacre, creating a pearl. 

 

Czech Glass - (also called Bohemian glass or Bohemian crystal) Glass, 
usually in the form of beads, created in the Czech Republic. 
Historically, Bohemia was a district in the former Czechoslovakia and 
has been famous for its glass-making since the 13th Century. 

 

Dichroic Glass - A glass material containing ultra-thin layers of metal 
oxides. The micro-layers of metals and metal oxides create different 
layers and patterns of light refraction within the glass, causing a 
variety of colors to be displayed. Different angles of view alter which 
colors are displayed within the glass.  

Druk Bead - A high-quality round pressed glass bead imported directly 
from the Czech Republic. 

 

Embossing - The process of raising a domed design on the front of a 
piece of metal by beating it from behind with punches and a hammer. 

 

Enamel - Colored, opaque glassy material fused onto metal, pottery or 
glass. 

 



Engraving - A pattern made by cutting away the surface of metal, 
wood or other surface. 

 

Eye Beads - Decorated to resemble an eye, these beads date back to 
antiquity and have symbolic meanings. Often used in amulets. 

 

Facet - A flat surface or plane on a cut gemstone. The movement of 
light from one facet to another creates the sparkle and flash of a 
stone. 

 

Fiber Optic Glass - (also called Cat’s Eye Glass) This glass gets its 
name from its similarity to Cat’s Eye Quartz and the unique way the 
two materials refract light. The whitish “eye” or line resembles the 
oblong center of a cat’s eye. 

 

Finding - A jewelry-making term for any metal component used to 
connect and/or assemble jewelry. Findings are materials used to 
thread through, glue on, hook into, link onto or otherwise attach 
beads and components together. Findings include jumprings, clasps, 
bails, headpins, earwires and charms, to name a few.  

Fire-Polished - (also called fire polish) A process in which beads are 
machine faceted, then polished by glazing inside a red-hot glass oven. 
This softens the edges of the facets and gives the beads a smoother 
feel than machine-polished crystal beads. Fire-polished beads 
traditionally originate in the Czech Republic.  

Focal Component - Any item that is used as the central element in a 
necklace, bracelet or other jewelry design. A focal component is 
intended to be the main attention-getter, the “focal point.” Examples 
include pendants, carved gemstone beads, cabochons in settings, etc. 
Sometimes referred to as a “station.”  

Foil Glass - A thin leaf of metal placed behind a gem or stone to 
heighten its color or brilliance. 

 

Freshwater Pearl - (see also Cultured Freshwater Pearl) Pearls 
created by a pearl farmer, who inserts a tiny piece, or “seed,” of 
mother-of-pearl into a freshwater pearl oyster. The pearl oyster will 
coat the seed with progressive layers of nacre, creating a pearl. 

 



Fringe Bead - A mostly round drop bead, created by Miyuki of Japan. 
Perfect for edges and the termination of a row of beadwork. 

 
Gold-filled - A gold alloy plate made by soldering, brazing, welding or 
other means that is not less than 10Kt fineness, where the plating 
constitutes at least 1/20th of the weight of the metal in the entire 
article. The term must be preceded by the karat fineness of the 
plating, such as 14Kt Gold-Filled. When using the term gold overlay, 
manufacturers are permitted to use a layer of gold that is less than 
1/20th the weight of the entire piece, but they must stamp the 
proportion of the gold layer on the jewelry. 

 

Granulation - The intricate ball patterns are created through a process 
called granulation. Tiny uniform ball shapes are fashioned into 
precision patterns, heat fused onto the surface, then carefully 
antiqued and polished, creating a visual masterpiece. 

 

Hammering - Giving metal surface marks and textures by hammering. 

 

Heishi - (pronounced Hee-Shee) is a term that was originally used by 
Pueblo Indians to describe shell disks of a consistent size that had 
been drilled and strung as a necklace, creating a rope-like tube that 
was as fluid as a serpent when it moved. 
Today, this term is synonymous with thin, uniform disk-shaped shell, 
gemstone and metal beads that are center drilled and strung in a row. 

 

Hemalyke™ - A manmade material designed to resemble natural 
hematite, at significantly lower cost. Sometimes magnetized, or used 
as a base for a variety of finishes and coatings. 

 

Ice-Pick Bail - Similar to a prong bail, it will create a loop to attach a 
chain to when the prongs are closed into a cross-drilled pendant. 

 

Inlays - To set pieces of wood or ivory, for example, into a surface, 
usually at the same level, to form a design. 

 



Iris - An iridescent color, coating or finish on a bead which creates a 
play of colors on its surface. Similar to AB Finish, iris has a darker and 
shorter spectrum of color play. 

 

Lampworked Glass - (also lampwork glass, lampworking, 
flameworking or torchworking) A type of glasswork, commonly seen in 
beads or focal components, which uses a gas-fueled torch to melt 
glass rods and tubes of glass to create patterns and designs. 

 

Lariat - An open-ended necklace that is held together by a flexible 
element such as a drop or ring. Length is 48 inches or longer. 

 

Leverback Earwire - (also Hinged Earwire) A type of earwire which has 
a hinged locking mechanism at the bottom, for added security. 

 

Lobster Claw Clasp - A self-closing clasp in the general shape of a 
lobster’s claw. However, this spring-loaded clasp is available in a range 
of shapes, sizes and styles. Suited for lightweight to medium weight 
designs, however, some larger styles can accommodate larger and 
heavier pieces. The lobster claw can be used in Crimp Clasp, Multi-
Strand Clasp and Swivel Clasp styles. 

 

Magnetic Clasp - A two-piece clasp containing one or more magnets. 
The magnets hold the two pieces of the clasp together, keeping the 
jewelry secure. Can include Bead Clasp, Crimp Clasp, Hook-and-Eye 
Clasp and Snap Lock Clasp styles. 

 

Matinee-length - A single-strand necklace ranging from 20 to 25 
inches in length 

 

Matte - A dull finish, particularly on metals. 

 

Pendant - An ornament suspended from a single chain. 

 



Precious Stones - Rare and costly gems: diamonds, emeralds, rubies 
and sapphires. 

 

Princess Length - A 17- to 19-inch length necklace. 

 

Prong Bail - A finding used to attach a chain to a cross-drilled pendant. 

 

Repousse - Patterns or decorations achieved with punches or chasing 
hammers. 

 

Resin - A solid or semi-solid organic (carbon based) material, either 
natural or synthetic. In general, non-soluble in water.  
 
Acrylic Resin - A form of plastic which can be molded into a variety of 
shapes, including beads, components and findings.  

 
Rhinestone - Originally quartz from the gold washings along the Rhine 
river. Today, generally means colorless potash-and-lead glass that 
contains quartz in the form of melted lead crystal and is cut like a 
diamond. Also called strass, diamante. 

 

Rhodium - An expensive whitish-gray metallic element from the 
platinum family. 

 

Rondelle Bead - A flat or disc-shaped bead. Typically round, rondelles 
are also available in square or triangular shapes. 

 

Rope Necklace - Long, single-strand continuous necklace, 37 inches or 
longer. 

 



Scarab - A scarab is a member of the Scarabaeidae family. This group 
of insects is made up of about 30,000 species of heavy oval-shaped 
beetles. 
A scarab is also a type of talisman made of stone, metal or other 
materials, in the shape of a scarab beetle. Scarab pendants and 
cabochons are often seen in modern jewelry, but were first hugely 
popular in ancient Egypt around 2,000 BCE. Finely carved scarabs were 
worn in ancient Egypt as jewelry and were also created for use as seals 
by individuals and government officials. The Egyptians also often 
buried scarab carvings with mummies, as it was considered a symbol of 
the soul. 

 

Seed Bead - A uniformly shaped significantly small bead used for 
beading and jewelry-making. Seed beads are available in a myriad of 
colors, finishes and sizes. 

 

Semiprecious Stones - Natural stones that generally have a lower 
value than precious stones, including amethyst, aventurine, carnelian, 
garnet, opal, rose quartz and others. Primarily used in fashion jewelry. 

 

Silver Plate - A fine silver film deposited on a base metal by 
electrolysis, in the same kind of electrically-charged bath used to make 
gold electroplate. The film can be as thin as seven millionths of an 
inch. A silver plate item cannot be called sterling or bear a marking of 
“silver.”  

Silver-Filled - A mechanical bonding with a silver alloy of at least 92.5 
percent fineness. The bonding must be equal to at least one-twentieth 
of the metal in the article. This can also be called silver overlay, but 
never silver plate. 

 

Sterling Silver - items are made of 92.5% pure silver and 7.5% copper 
or other alloy, proportions fixed by law. Sterling silver will “patina” in 
time, that is, its color will take on an “antique” look. 

 

Swarovski - A company and brand name for leaded crystal glass. 
Swarovski products are renowned for their color, brilliance and high 
quality 

 

Toggle Clasp - (also called bar-and-ring clasp or T-bar clasp) A style of 
clasp consisting of a loop (usually a circle, but sometimes other shapes 
such as stars, hearts or leaves); the other piece is a “T” shaped bar. The 
clasp is closed by pulling the “T” shaped bar through the open loop. 
Immensely popular and easy to use, the toggle clasp is available in 
almost infinite material options and in a variety of styles, weights and 

 



 

designs. They are commonly used for necklaces (especially lariat style), 
bracelets and anklets. 

Venetian Bead - (also called Murano glass) A glass bead created in the 
style of the glass artists of Venice, primarily on the island of Murano. 
Venetian glass beads are famous the world over for their color, 
craftsmanship and exceptional quality. Many glassworking techniques 
still in use today were created or raised to extraordinary levels in 
Venice, such as caneworking, chevron glass, millefiori glass and more. 

 


